OR, : THE 3 4 gd 
World 8 WON DER. 


B E IN G 


A ſtrange, but true Relation of one VI E D. 
WAR D BARTON, at Ludlow, in the 
County of Bucks; who was foretold by a Viſion 
that he had but a ſhort Time to Live, bidding 
him prepare for the next World; adding , That 
there will be good Times in Ei Wales, 
and that Vice, Immorality, add Prophaneſs will 
be ſuppreſſed ; but that He ſhould not ſee. i 
as he had only thirteen. Days to live. e 


„To Which is added, 2 2 
„ O oy" 
Preached at his Funeral by Dr. B 0 L TO v. 

Vicar of the ſaid Pariſh, 4 


E 


Ir nted and Sold in Aldermary Church Yard, Bo. 
Lane, I. oncon. 
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T Ludlow, in the county of Bucks, lived 
(. onę Mr. Edward Barton, a wicked gentle- 
1 2 who followed all ſorts of lewd courſes, and 
thereby became an Athieſt, denying a future ſtate, 
and eſteeming Religion as a meer fable. In 
the ſame pariſh lived alſo one John Wells, a 
. gh y, righteous, and charitable man; one that 
& | Went conftantly with his family ta the church, 
E and rought pp his children in the fear of the 
'Eard, having a good repute amongſt his neigh- 
Jprs, era often to become reli ous, 
Bree: the rules of Ge, Kolbe and to practice a 
4 Ft Tan life ife.—This 415 went often to Mr. 
Barton to perſwade 95 his wicked life, 


i 
{afſoring bim of the end of the world, the refur- 


rection of the body, and life eternal; which he 
told was jhe reward of giying to the poor and 

Yeo big ſo laying up treafure in heaven,—Af- 
bs ſeveral converſations of this nature, Mr. Bar- 
| ton became ſober, embrace the Chriſtian Religion 

vent conſtantly to church, ard lived a good lite, | 
e Joy of all friends. 

| 17 A ſhort time after Mr. Wells was takon fick, 


* worry time. Mr. Barton came often to way 
| im 
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(a3. 
him, and in diſcourſing on the Rate of men after 
Death, (in forme of which points they could not 
agree) Mr. Barton Propoſed to Mr Wells to 7 
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makefafn are en that which either A. p! 
ſhou coe and give the other an agcotidt* 
nex Ae; A whether the ſoul be imtieftal or 
notf Mr. Wells declined it, faying he knew=not 
whethe? it Was in the power of any man to per- 
form ſueh a pramiſe ; but Mr. Barton being ur- 
Fe promiſed him : and the ſequet- 
en the reater the truth ofthe-performagee; 
About three weeks after Mr, Wells died, and 
was buried on the 2d of January: laſt > Mr. Bür- 
ton being invited to the funeral, went to chureli 
with the cor pſe, and heard a funeral Sermon 
which ended, thity went to the hoùſe 2 


| „ 
ceaſed, with other neighbours, to comfort the 
ſorrowful widow ; but finding himſelf ſomewhat 
ill, took his leave. it being then dark, and his way 
home lying over the church yard, he fancied 
near the church he ſaw a light, and coming to 
the place he ſaw a tall perſon, as it Were ſtanding 
in white robes, who came near him, and ftood 
in his way, which :ſomewhat frighiened bim. 
The ghoſt bid bim not to fear, for no harm ſhbuld 
come tofbim; adding, that ibe Fung fal Sermon 
"1 concerning, the Reſurrection was true, and of 
whleh he would ſoon be made ſenfible; there- 
fore (aid he, prepare. for death, for you 
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a ſhort time to live an earth. I am tlie ſpirit of 
Jehn Weils permitted to appear to you: accord- 
ing to my promiſe) who often: diſeourſed with 
you in the fleſh concerning the ſtate aſter * 
©. {hg ; an 


and what I told you then was the truth, but/you 

ſcarcely believed. What you have ſeen and heard 
fail not to reveal unto the world for their ad- 
vantage; warn them to a ſerious repentanee, 
that they efcape Hell, and proceed to the Joys of 
r $07 2H0 GH? 1 LTD 

The Proteſtant Religion ſhatl'flouriſh again, to 
the Joy of all good Chriſtians, and there ſhall be 
happy times in England and Wales; vice, im- 
morality, and prophaneſs will in a great meaſure 
be ſoppreſſed ; and this ſhall-ſhortly be, but you 
ſhall not live to ſee it, having but thirteen days 
to abide in this world. —— This ſaid, he diſap- 
peared, ſeemingly ſinking under the ground. 
The viſion much affrighted him, ſo that he 
was all in a ſweat, and his hair ſtood up an 
end, he went to- bed, and ſpent part of the night 
io prayer; his wife, to whom he told the whole 
ſtory, watching by him, In the morning he had 
a ſhort ſleep, after which he ſaid, My time in 
this world is but ſhsrt; and my converſation dur- 
ing it ſhall be otherwiſe- than formerly. Then 
he aroſe and refreſhed himſel$ with convenient 
food, and laying aſide all worldly buſineſs, madę 
his will, giving largely to the poor. The news 
of this. ſtrange thing was ſoon iptead, and many 
country people came flocking to ſee him; but he 
ſhunned company, and kept himſelſ retired,” con- 
ſtantly praying in ſolitude, * He ſent for the 


miniſter, and; communed with him abgut the 
F 2 ſtate 
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i Nate ofthis life, and that to come, the immortality 
| of theiſou), and the day of judgment. Beingſatis- | 
fed in his deſires. he gave orders that his funeral 
ſermon might be 33 from Mat. xxiv. 42. 
Then fad he; Trouble not yourſelves to weep 
or grieve for me, but for yourſelves ; ; I am going 
{| whete.I would: have you by righteous ways, en- 
deavonr. to follow me; and upon the twelfth day 
ok:his ſickneſe he told tham he had not e 
day to live, and going to-bed deſired the miniſter 
and his friends to keep him company that night, 
| rolling them when he flept he ſhonld riſe no mofe 
| alt tho Reſurre&ion ; which ſo fell out, for he 
moſt ſweetly departed on the: thirteeath Day. „ | 
Vas boried eee ſolemnity by the grave 

= Mr, Wells, * e e to _ . Ae 
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The SERMON Pfenehed by Dr. BOLTON, 
e {ord NIV. 42 6 
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ll .- W-. Fr "your Lord ſhall come. i of « 
My Beloved, | E:; 

ö of ' occafivti ov dif dear brother's depar- 

[ | e I hall give'you ſome exhortstions to 
bY Iiveficre; that when you come to die you' ay be 
{ prepared to follow him, and to poſſeſs: with him 
de fulneſs df thoſe” Joys whichi-eyetath' not ſeen 
aur ear hrard, nor hath it entered intb che heart 


b mice conceide toſe things ther are lac 2 — 
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| „ 1 
for the righteous,” nor the torments thoſe feel, 
bo by fin fail of this happineſs. It is appointed 
far. men once to die, and after death the Judg: 
ment, How happy will bz it for thaſe. that da 
well. No one is ſure how long he has to live, 
therefcre to live well is the greateſt bappineſs :; 
that wheo the Lord cometh we may be ready to 
meet him, and go with him into everlaſting. refs 
whete is fullneſs of Joy and pleaſures for eyesr 
more ; death (hall not feize yon, nor bell affright 
vou, for the Lord ſhall come with, thouſands of hit 
angels and ſaints to judge the earth; whilſt the 
wicked call to the tocks and meuntains to cover 
and hide them from the Judge, he, ſtull ſay 0 
you, Well dane, good and faithful ſervant, enter 
into thy maſter's Joy. Then yen that baue watch + 
ed the hour of his coming, and prepared- your - 
ſelves to receive him, ſhall aſcend tiamphantly * 
with him to fit down at his right hand in glory, 
Then will your bodies reunite with your ſeul, 
and receive the reward of your labor in watehing 
the hour of your Lord's coming, and ſhall Hine 
as the ſun in the kingdom of your father. Tho! 
a temporal death fall on the righteous; yet they 
may be rather ſaid tobe changed than die, as they 
only die bodily, for their foul js «tranſlated to a 
happy ſtate, and not capable,of dying here, nor 
doomed to the ſecond death to dwell with devils 
and damned ſpirits; but on its departure from 
the body its conducted by angels into eternal 
reſt, where it remains till the trump of Gcd ſhall 

8 call 


a 


| call the body at the laſt day to reunite with it a- 


gain, and thus by the death of Chriſt' having got 
a compleat victory over death and the grave, 


ſhall aſcend together into heaven, never more to 
alter its ſtate, but be in fulneſs of Joy beholding 


the viſion of God. 
' Laſtly, It appears from the ſcripture, how 


by compaſſionately the Almighty doth exhort men to 
4 repentance, declaring, that whoſoever cometh 
unto him he will in no wiſe caſt cut; yea though 
their fins are ofa ſcarlet dye, even ofthe greateſt 


magnitude, 
Ways, he will have mercy upon them and fave 


yet if they will forſake heir evil 


them. Therefore, my beloved brethren, watch 
and pray, that ye may be prepared for the Lord's 
coming;— Conſider what has been ſaid, and the 
Lord give you underſtanding in all things. —Now 
to God the Father, &c, 


The witneſſes that were oreſent when he de- 
clared in what manner the Spirit appeared to him 


| in the church yard, and what words it ſpoke to 


him, took an exact account of the ſame, and ro- 


lated it before 


© HENRY BOLTON, Vicar. 
Sir EDWARD SMITH, 'Bart, | 
ond JONES and T. TRAY, bar. | 
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